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THE COGNITIVE STYLE OF POWERPOINT: PITCHING OUT CORRUPTS WITHIN




In corporate and government bureaucracies, the standard method for making a presentation is to talk about a list of points organized onto slides projected up on the wall. For many years, overhead projectors lit up transparencies, and slide projectors showed high-resolution 35mm slides. Now "slideware" computer programs for presentations are nearly everywhere. Early in the 21st century, several hundred million copies of Microsoft PowerPoint were turning out trillions of slides each year. 

Alas, slideware often reduces the analytical quality of presentations. In particular, the popular PowerPoint templates (ready-made designs) usually weaken verbal and spatial reasoning, and almost always corrupt statistical analysis. What is the problem with PowerPoint? And how can we improve our presentations? 

32 pages, full color. 

For more about PowerPoint, here's a sample from the essay: PowerPoint Does Rocket Science--and Better Techniques for Technical Reports 
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$7 postpaid
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BOOK by Tufte
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The classic book on statistical graphics, charts, tables. Theory and practice in the design of data graphics, 250 illustrations of the best (and a few of the worst) statistical graphics, with detailed analysis of how to display data for precise, effective, quick analysis. Design of the high-resolution displays, small multiples. Editing and improving graphics. The data-ink ratio. Time-series, relational graphics, data maps, multivariate designs. Detection of graphical deception: design variation vs. data variation. Sources of deception. Aesthetics and data graphical displays. 

This is the second edition of The Visual Display of Quantitative Information. Recently published, this new edition provides excellent color reproductions of the many graphics of William Playfair, adds color to other images, and includes all the changes and corrections accumulated during 17 printings of the first edition. 

A landmark book, a wonderful book."
FREDERICK MOSTELLER 

"A tour de force." JOHN W. TUKEY 

"The century's best book on statistical graphics." COMPUTING REVIEWS 

"A classic, as beautiful physically as it is intellectually." OPTICAL ENGINEERING 

"One of the best books you will ever see." DATAMATION 

"A visual Strunk and White."
BOSTON GLOBE 

"Original, beautifully presented, sharp and learned, this book is a work of art. The art here is cognitive art, the graphic display of relations and empirical data." SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 

TRAINING COURSE by Tufte

"One visionary day....the insights of this class lead to new levels of understanding both for creators and viewers of visual displays." WIRED 

"The Leonardo da Vinci of data." THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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fundamental strategies of information design
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evaluating evidence used in presentations
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statistical data: tables, graphics, and semi-graphics
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business, scientific, legal, financial presentations
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complexity and clarity
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effective presentations: on paper and in person
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use of video, overheads, computers, and handouts
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multi-media, internet, and websites
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credibility of presentations
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design of information displays in public spaces
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animation and scientific visualizations
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design of computer interfaces and manuals 
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The fee for the one-day course is $380 per person. This fee 
includes all four books, Visual Explanations, Envisioning 
Information, The Visual Display of Quantitative
Information, and Beautiful Evidence. 
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